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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 
Office  of -Education 
45  CFR  Part  161h 

Financial  Assistance  for 
Environmental  Education  Projects 

agency:  Office  of  Education,  HEW. 
action:  Final  rule. 

summary:  The  Commissioner  of 
Education  revises  regulations  governing 
grants  under  the  Environmental 
Education  Act  of  1978.  Grants  assist 
educational  projects  that  improve  public 
imderstanding  of  environmental  issues 
as  they  relate  to  the  quality  of  life.  The 
revised  regulations  incorporate  a 
statutory  amendment  which  permits 
multi-year  funding  of  projects.  The 
revisions  also  simplify  the  regulations. 
EFFECTIVE  DATES:  These  regulations  are 
expected  to  take  effect  45  days  after 
they  are  transmitted  to  Congress. 
Regulations  are  usually  transmitted  to 
Congress  several  days  before  they  are 
published  in  the  Federal  Register.  The 
effective  date  is  changed  by  statute  if 
Congress  disapproves  the  regulations  or 
takes  certain  adjournments.  If  you  want 
to  know  the  effective  date  of  these 
regulations,  call  or  write  the  Office  of 
Education  contact  person. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Ms.  Sylvia  Wright,  Program  Officer, 
Office  of  Environmental  Education, 

Room  2025,  FOB-6,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202 
(202-245-9231). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 

March  9, 1979  the  Office  of  Education 
published  proposed  regulations  (44  FR 
13048)  for  financial  assistance  for 
environmental  education  projects.  The 
proposed  regulations  simplified  the 
existing  regulations  governing  grant 
support  for  developmental, 
demonstration,  and  mini-grant  projects 
in  environmental  education.  They  also 
incorporated  a  new  rule  for  the  award  of 
multi-year  grants. 

Because  of  the  inclusion  of  the 
Environmental  Education  Act  in  Title  III 
of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary 
Education  Act,  local  educational 
agencies  (LEAs)  and  State  educational 
agencies  (SEAs)  must  meet  the 
requirements  in  Title  III  for  involvement 
of  private  schools. 

A  number  of  comments  were  received 
on  the  proposed  regulations,  and 
virtually  all  of  them  were  favorable.  No 
substantive  changes  were  made  in  the 
regulations. 

Section  161h,14  What  is  a  mini-grant 
project? 

Comment.  One  commenter  suggested 
that  the  mini-grant  project  category  be 


redefined  to  include  regional  groups  and 
the  possibility  of  increased  funding  if 
the  project  is  regional  in  scope. 

Response.  No  change  has  been  made. 
In  keeping  with  the  language  of  the 
authorizing  legislation,  the  proposed 
regulations  emphasized  community 
groups  and  projects.  However,  regional 
entities  or  groups  are  not  excluded  fi'om 
support  under  ffie  mini-grant  project 
category. 

No  applicant  for  a  mini-grant  project 
may  receive  more  than  $10,000  under  the 
statute.  Broader-scoped  projects  (e.g., 
regional)  that  require  a  higher  level  of 
funding  than  that  permitted  under  the 
mini-grant  project  category  are  eligible 
for  support  under  other  funding 
categories. 

General  Comment 

Comment.  Another  commenter 
suggested  that  the  definition  of 
environmental  education  be  made 
broader  and,  specifically,  that  the 
following  be  eligible  for  funding 
consideration: 

(1)  Interdisciplinary  outdoor 
experience  that  is  not  exclusively  nature 
study  or  science  oriented  and  that  helps 
people  understand  their  personal 
relationship  to  their  whole  environment, 
natural  and  cultural. 

(2)  Wilderness  living  programs  that 
are  based  on  ecological  concepts  and 
provide  natural  world  experience 
through  a  “structured  trip  or  in-the- 
wildemess  stay.” 

Response.  No  change  has  been  made. 
The  proposed  regulations  do  not  define 
the  term  “environmental  education" 
since  it  is  defined  in  the  statute.  The 
statute  defines  environmental  education 
as  concerned  with  the  relationship  of 
various  aspects  of  the  natural  and 
manmade  environment  and  the  total 
human  environment.  The  proposed 
regulations  clarify  the  concepts  of 
manmade  environment  or  surroundings 
and  total  human  environment  by  stating 
that  economic,  policy,  social,  and 
cultural  aspects  would  be  included.  This 
clarification  will  not  result  in  the 
exclusion  of  any  specific  environmental 
area  of  study,  issue,  or  educational 
approach  such  as  interdisciplinary 
outdoor  education  or  wilderness  living 
programs,  that  meets  the  statutory 
definition  of  environmental  education. 
Other  comments 

In  response  to  suggestions  by  the 
public  and  other  interested  parties, 
these  final  regulations  contain 
provisions  that  were  not  in  the  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking.  These  include  (1) 
certain  provisions  of  the  statute 
governing  this  program  and  (2)  the 
general  selection  criteria  found  in  the 
Education  Division  General 


Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR 
§§  lOOa.202  through  lOOa.206).  The 
purpose  of  incorporating  these 
provisions  into  the  final  regulations  is  to 
enable  applicants  and  grantees  to 
understand  better  the  requirements  of 
this  program  without  having  to  refer  to 
these  additional  documents. 

Section  161h.21  (To  whom  must  an 
applicant  submit  its  application  for 
comment?)  has  been  revised  to  indicate 
that  (1)  all  applicants  must  meet  the 
requirements  for  clearinghouse 
procedures;  and  (2)  an  applicant  LEA 
Must  meet  the  requirements  for  open 
meetings. 

The  requirements  to  be  met  by  SEAs 
and  LEAs  for  involvement  of  private 
schools  are  included  in  a  new  §  161h.43. 

Finally,  there  were  several  editorial 
suggestions,  most  of  which  have  been 
included  in  these  regulations. 

The  reader  will  find  a  citation  of 
statutory  or  other  legal  authority  in 
parentheses  on  the  line  following  each 
substantive  provision. 

Dated:  January  31. 1980. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  13.522,  Environmental  Education 
Act) 

William  L.  Smith, 

Commissioner  of  Education. 

The  Commissioner  redesignates  Part 
183  of  45  CFR  as  Part  161h  and  revises 
the  regulations  to  read  as  follows; 

PART  161h— FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 
FOR  ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION 
PROJECTS 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

leih.l  What  is  the  environmental  education 
program? 

161h.2  Who  is  eligible  to  receive  grants? 
16lh.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

161h.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Projects  Does 
the  Office  of  Education  Assist  Under  This 
Program? 

leih.lO  what  are  the  Purposes  of  the 
projects? 

161h.ll  What  types  of  projects  are 
supported? 

16lh.l2  What  is  a  comprehensive  multi-year 
project? 

161h.l3  What  is  a  general  project? 

161h.l4  What  is  a  mini-grant  project? 

161h.l5  Are  priorities  for  fimding 
established? 

Subpart  C— How  Does  One  Apply  for  a 
Grant? 

161h.20  What  documents  govern 
•  applications? 

16lh.21  To  whom  must  an  applicant  submit 
its  application  for  comment? 
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Subpart  D— How  la  a  Grant  Made? 

161h.30  How  does  the  Commissioner 
evaluate  an  application? 

161h.31  What  selection  criteria  does  the 
Commissioner  use? 

Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Must  a 
Grantee  Meet? 

161h.40  Must  a  grantee  help  defray  part  of 
its  project's  costs? 

161h.41  Are  there  restrictions  on  the  types 
of  costs  a  grant  may  support? 

16lh.42  What  other  restrictions  apply  to  the 
use  of  grants? 

161h.43  Must  State  and  local  educational 
agencies  provide  an  opportunity  for 
private  school  students  to  participate? 
Authority:  Part  H  of  Title  III  of  the 
Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  as 
amended  by  Pub.  L.  95-561  (20  U.S.C.  3011- 
3018:  92  Stat.  2217-2221). 

Subpart  A— General 

§  161h.1  What  is  the  Environmentai 
Education  Program? 

The  Environmental  Education 
Program  assists  educational  projects 
that  improve  public  understanding  of 
environmental  issues  as  they  relate  to 
the  quality  of  life.  Under  this  program, 
the  Commissioner  may  make  direct 
grants  to  public  or  nonprofit  private 
institutions,  agencies,  or  organizations 
for  developmental,  demonstration,  or 
mini-grant  projects. 

(20  U.S.C,  3011-3018) 

§  161h.2  Who  is  eligible  to  receive  grants? 

The  following  are  eligible  to  receive 
grants: 

(a)  Public  and  private  institutions  of 
higher  education  and  other  nonprofit 
private  organizations.  Each  of  these 
applicants  shall  have  been  in  existence 
for  one  year  or  more  prior  to  submitting 
an  application. 

(bj  State  Educational  Agencies 
(SEAs),  local  educational  agencies 
(LEAs),  and  other  public  agencies  and 
organizations. 

(c)  Consortia  of  eligible  applicants  as 
defined  in  paragraphs  (a)  (1)  and  (2)  of 
this  section. 

(20  U.S.C.  3013(b)(1)  and  3016) 

§  161h.3  What  regulations  apply  to  this 
program? 

(a)  Regulations.  The  following 
regulations  apply  to  the  Environmental 
Education  Program: 

(1)  The  Education  Division  General 
Administration  regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
45  CFR  Part  100a  (Direct  Grant 
Programs)  and  45  CFR  Part  100c 
(Definitions);  and 

(2)  The  regulations  in  this  part. 

(b)  The  "Introduction  to  Education 
Division  Programs”  at  the  beginning  of 
EDGAR  includes  general  information  to 
assist  in — 


(1)  Using  regulations  that  apply  to 
Education  Division  programs;  and 

(2)  Applying  for  assistance  under  an 
Education  Division  program. 

§  161h.4  What  definitions  apply  to  this 
program? 

(a)  Definitions  in  EDGAR.  The 
following  terms  used  in  this  part  are 
defined  in  part  100c: 

Applicant 

Application 

Conunissioner 

EDGAR 

Grant 

Grantee 

Local  educational  agency  (LEA) 

Nonprofit 

Private 

Project 

Project  period 

Public 

State 

State  educational  agency  (SEA) 

(20  U.S.C.  1232) 

(b)  The  following  terms  apply 
specifically  to  this  program:  "Act” 
means  the  Environmental  Education  Act 
of  1978. 

"Consortium”  means  a  group 
consisting  of  representatives  of  various 
areas  of  expertise  in  environmental 
education,  such  as  State  and  regional 
planning,  economics,  social  policy, 
environmental  protection,  public 
interest,  business,  higher  education, 
secondary  education,  and  community 
education. 

"Environmental  area  of  study”  means 
the  study  of  the  relationship  between 
various  aspects  of  the  natural  and 
manmade  environment  and  the  total 
human  environment.  These  aspects 
include  the  relationship  between  energy, 
population,  resource  allocation  and 
depletion,  conservation,  transportation, 
technology,  economic  impact,  urban  and 
rural  planning  and  the  total  human 
environment.  The  term  also 
.  encompasses  specific  environmental 
issues. 

"Resources”  means  materials, 
personnel,  methods,  or  information. 

"Target  group”  means  the  group  to 
benefit  from  or  to  participate  in  a 
project. 

(c)  The  term  "environmental 
education”  is  defined  in  the  Act. 

(20  U.S.C.  3011-3018) 

Subpart  B— What  Kinds  of  Projects 
Does  the  Office  of  Education  Assist 
under  this  Program? 

§  161h.10  What  are  the  purposes  of  the 
projects? 

In  order  to  be  considered  for  a  grant, 
an  applicant  shall  propose  a  project 
that — 


(a)  Includes  the  study  of  the  policy, 
social,  cultural,  and  economic  aspects  of 
the  environmental  area  of  study  or 
issues  to  be  addressed;  and 

(b)  Provides  an  objective  and 
balanced  treatment  of  different  views  on 
environmental  issues  and  resolutions  of 
those  issues. 

(20  U.S.C.  3011) 

§  161h.1 1  What  types  of  projects  are 
supported? 

The  Commissioner  may  award  funds 
for  three  types  of  projects: 

(a)  Comprehensive  multi-year 
projects. 

(b)  General  projects.  '' 

(c)  Mini-grant  projects. 

(20  U.S.C.  3013,  3016) 

§  161h.12  What  is  a  comprehensive  multi* 
year  project? 

(a) (1)  A  comprehensive  multi-year 
project  is  a  developmental  or 
demonstration  project  in  environmental 
education  that  involves  three  or  more 
activities  and  more  than  one  target 
group. 

(2)  Specific  target  groups  for  a  multi¬ 
year  project  may  include  educational 
administrators,  teachers,  students  at  the 
elementary,  secondary,  or  post¬ 
secondary  levels,  community 
organizations,  government  employees, 
business  and  labor  leaders,  or  the 
general  public. 

(b)  A  comprehensive  multi-year 
project  is  intended  to  demonstrate 
effective  methods  for — 

(1)  Improving,  over  the  long  term, 
individual  and  institutional  capabilities 
in  environmental  education; 

(2)  Adopting  and  adapting  new 
knowledge  as  it  becomes  available; 

(3)  Identifying  and  using,  in  an 
appropriate  and  effective  way,  a  broad 
range  of  local  and  regional  resources; 

(4)  Achieving  significant  interaction 
between  formal  education  and 
community  education;  and 

(5)  Facilitating  local  or  regional 
adoption  of  the  project’s  activities  and 
the  continuation  of  those  activities  after 
the  project  period  ends. 

(c)  A  comprehensive  multi-year 
project  requires  more  than  12  months  to 
achieve  its  objective(s). 

(20  U.S.C.  3013) 

§  161h.13  What  is  a  general  project? 

(a)  A  general  project  is  a 
developmental  project  in  environmental 
education  that  focuses  on  a  single 
activity,  such  as  any  one  of  the  activities 
listed  in  section  353(b)(2)  of  the  Act. 

(b)  A  general  project  requires  no  more 
than  12  months  to  achieve  its 
objective(s). 

(20  U.S.C.  3013) 
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S  161h.14  What  la  a  mini-grant  project? 

(a)  A  mini-grant  project  is  one  or  more 
community  workshops,  seminars, 
symposiums,  or  conferences  on  a 
community  or  local  environmental  issue. 

(b)  A  mini-grant  project  is  intended  to 
assist  the'community— especially  adults 
and  members  of  community 
organizations  other  than  the  grantee 
organization — in  understanding — 

(1)  The  causes  and  effects  of  an 
environmental  issue; 

(2)  Local  policies  and  practices 
associated  with  the  issue;  and 

(3)  The  options  for  resolving  the  issue. 

(cj  In  addition  to  the  primary  activity. 

a  mini-grant  project  may  include  a 
variety  of  preparatory  and  follow-up 
activities  as  needed  to  assure  the 
.  project's  success. 

(d)  A  mini-grant  project  usually 
requires  fewer  than  12  months  to 
achieve  its  objective(s). 

(20U.S.C.3016) 

§  161h.15  Are  prioiltlet  for  funding 
established? 

(a) (1)  In  any  given  year — ^through 
publication  of  a  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register— the  Commissioner  may  give 
priority  to  one  or  more  of  the  types  of 
projects  listed  in  S  161h.ll  and  further 
described  in  §§  16lh.l2  through  161h.l4. 

(2)  Within  comprehensive  multi-year 
projects,  the  Commissioner  may  in  the 
notice  give  priority  to  projects  that  focus 
on  one  or  more  of  the  target  groups 
specified  in  §  161h.l2(a)(2). 

(3)  Within  general  projects,  the 
Commissioner  may  in  the  notice  give 
priority  to  one  or  more  of  the  activities 
listed  in  section  353(b)(2)  of  the  Act. 

(b)  In  addition — 

(1)  In  awarding  grants  for 
comprehensive  multi-year  projects,  the 
Commissioner  may  give  priority  to 
consortia  of  eligible  applicants;  and 

(2)  In  awarding  grants  for  mini-grant 
projects,  the  Commissioner  may  give 
priority  to  nonprofit  citizens’  groups  and 
volunteer  organizations. 

(20  U.S.C.  3013,  3016) 

Subpart  C— 4fow  Does  One  Apply  for  a 
Grant? 

§  1 6 1  h.20  What  documents  govern 
applications? 

The  Commissioner  considers  making  a 
grant  to  an  eligible  applicant  only  if  the 
applicant  prepares  and  submits  an 
application  according  to¬ 
la)  The  regulations  in  this  part; 

(b)  The  applicable  provisions  in 
EDGAR; 

(c)  The  procedures  and  priorities 
contained  in  the  notices  published  in  the 
Federal  Register;  and 


(d)  The  instructions  and  forms 
included  in  the  application  package. 

(20  U.S.C.  1232) 

§  161h.21  To  whom  must  an  applicant 
submit  Its  application  for  comment? 

(a)  All  applicants  must  meet  the 
requirements  described  in  EDGAR  45 
CFR  lOOa.170  through  lOOa.173  (OMB 
Circular  A-95  Clearinghouse 
Procedures). 

(b)  In  addition,  an  applicant  LEA 
must — 

(1)  Meet  the  requirements  for  open 
meetings  described  in  EDGAR  45  CFR 
lOOa.138  through  lOOa.141;  and 

(2)  Submit  a  copy  of  its  application  to 
its  SEA  for  review  and  comment. 
Procedures  are  described  in  EDGAR  45 
CFR  lOOa.156  through  lOOa.158. 

(20  U.S.C.  3014(b)) 

Subpart  D— How  is  a  Grant  Made? 

§  161h.30  How  does  the  Commissioner 
evaluate  an  application? 

(a)  The  Commissioner  evaluates  an 
application  on  the  basis  of  the  criteria  in 
§  161h.31  below. 

(b)  The  Commissioner  awards  up  to 
100  possible  points  for  these  criteria. 

(c)  The  maximum  possible  score  for 
each  criterion  is  indicated  in 
parentheses  at  the  end  of  that  criterion. 

§  161h.31  What  selection  criteria  does  the 
Commissioner  use? 

(a)  Plan  of  operation.  (1)  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
for  information  that  shows  the  quality  of 
the  plan  of  operation  for  the  project. 

(2)  The  Commissioner  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  High  quality  in  the  design  of  the 
project; 

(ii)  An  effective  plan  of  management 
that  insures  proper  and  efficient 
administration  of  the  project; 

(iii)  A  clear  description  of  how  the 
objectives  of  the  project  relate  to  the 
purpose  of  the  program; 

(iv)  The  way  the  applicant  plans  to 
use  its  resources  and  personnel  to 
achieve  each  objective;  and 

(v)  A  clear  description  of  how  the 
applicant  will  provide  equal  access  and 
treatment  for  eligible  project 
participants  who  are  members  of  groups 
that  have  been  traditionally 
imderrepresented,  such  as — 

(A)  Members  of  racial  or  ethnic 
minority  groups; 

(B)  Women; 

(C)  Handicapped  persons;  and 

(D)  The  elderly. 

(vi)  For  grants  to  be  made  after 
October  1. 1980,  if  the  applicant  is  a 
local  educational  agency  or  State 
educational  agency,  a  clear  description 


of  how  the  applicant  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  participation  of  students 
enrolled  in  nonprofit  private  schools. 

(b)  Quality  of  key  personnel.  (1)  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
for  information  that  shows  the  quality  of 
the  key  personnel  the  applicant  plans  to 
use  on  the  project. 

(2)  The  Commissioner  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(1)  The  qualifications  of  the  project 
director  (if  one  is  to  be  used); 

(ii)  The  qualifications  of  each  of  the 
other  key  personnel  to  be  used  in  the 
project; 

(iii)  The  time  that  each  person 
referred  to  in  paragraphs  (b)(2)  (i)  and 
(ii)  of  this  section  plans  to  commit  to  the 
project;  and 

(iv)  The  extent  to  which  the  applicant, 
as  part  of  its  nondiscriminatory 
employment  practices,  encourages 
applications  for  employment  from 
persons  who  are  members  of  groups  that 
have  been  traditionally  under¬ 
represented,  such  as  members  of  racial 
or  ethnic  minority  groups,  women, 
handicapped  persons,  and  the  elderly. 

(3)  To  determine  the  qualifications  of 
a  person,  the  Commissioner  considers 
evidence  of  past  experience  and 
training,  in  fields  related  to  the 
objectives  of  the  project,  as  well  as 
other  information  that  the  applicant 
provides.  (7  points) 

(c)  Budget  and  cost  effectiveness.  (1) 
The  Commissioner  reviews  each 
application  for  information  that  shows 
that  the  project  has  an  adequate  budget 
and  is  cost  effective. 

(2)  The  Commissioner  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(1)  The  budget  for  the  project  is 
adequate  to  support  the  project 
activities;  and 

(ii)  Costs  are  reasonable  in  relation  to 
the  objectives  of  the  project.  (5  points) 

(d)  Evaluation  plan.  (1)  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
for  information  that  shows  the  quality  of 
the  evaluation  plan  for  the  project.  (See 
§  lOOa.590 — Evaluation  by  the  grantee.) 

(2)  The  Commissioner  looks  for 
information  that  shows  methods  of 
evaluation  that  are  appropriate  for  the 
project  and,  to  the  extent  possible,  are 
objective  and  produce  data  that  are 
quantifiable.  (5  points) 

(e)  Adequacy  of  resources.  (1)  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
for  information  that  shows  that  the 
applicant  plans  to  devote  adequate 
resources  to  the  project 

(2)  The  Commissioner  looks  for 
information  that  shows — 

(i)  The  facilities  that  the  applicant 
plans  to  use  are  adequate,  and 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  45,  No.  66  /  Thursday,  April  3,  1980  /  Rules  and  Regulations 


22773 


(ii)  The  equipment  and  supplies  that 
the  applicant  plans  to  use  are  adequate. 
(3  points) 

(20  U.S.C.  1221e(3)(a)(l)) 

(f)  Adequacy  of  content  treatment 
The  Commissioner  reviews  each 
application  to  determine  the  extent  to 
which  the  proposed  project — 

(1)  Identifies  and  organizes  into  a 
meaningful  relationship  to  one  another 
the  policy,  social,  economic,  cultural, 
technological,  bio-physical,  and  human 
health  aspects  of  the  environmental  area 
of  study  or  is8ue(s)  to  be  addressed;  (25 
points) 

(2)  Reflects  current  knowledge  of  the 
environmental  area  of  study  or  issue(s) 
to  be  addressed;  (10  points) 

(3)  Is  likely  to  commimicate  that 
knowledge  in  a  manner  that  is 
appropriate  to  the  project’s  objective(s) 
and  target  group(s).  (10  points) 

(g)  Project  effectiveness.  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
to  determine  the  extent  to  which  the 
proposed  project  will  enhance  the 
ability  of  its  target  group(s)  to 
participate  in  environmental  decision¬ 
making  by  improving  the  ability  of  the 
group(s)  to — 

(1)  Contribute  to  the  identification  of 
environmental  issues  and  alternative 
resolutions  of  those  issues; 

(2)  Assess  short-  and  long-term  risks, 
benefits,  costs,  and  acceptability  of 
alternative  resolutions;  and 

(3)  Understand  the  need  for 
practicable  resolutions  embodying 
different  points  of  view.  (15  points) 

(h)  Potential  impact  The 
Commissioner  reviews  each  application 
to  determine  the  extent  to  which  the 
proposed  project  gives  evidence  of — 
under  one  of  the  following  categories — 
potential  for  improving  the  quality  of 
environmental  education: 

(1)  If  the  proposed  project  is  a 
comprehensive  multi-year  project,  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  the  potential  for 
being  a  national  demonstration  project; 
or 

(2)  If  the  proposed  project  is  a  general 
project,  the  extent  to  which  its  results 
can  be  adapted  for  environmental 
education  in  other  areas  of  the  country; 
or 

(3)  If  the  proposed  project  is  a  mini¬ 
grant  project,  the  extent  to  which  it  is 
likely  to  improve  the  ability  of  its  target 
group(s)  to  imderstand  local 
environmental  issues  in  a  broader 
context.  (10  points) 

(20  U.S.C.  1221e-3(a)(l);  3013;  3016) 


Subpart  E— What  Conditions  Must  a 
Grantee  Meet? 

§  161h.40  Must  a  grantee  help  defray  part 
of  its  project’s  cost? 

(a)  If  the  project  is  a  national-level 
curriculum  development,  evaluation, 
dissemination,  or  demonstration  project, 
the  grant  may  cover  100  percent  of  the 
cost. 

(b)  If  the  project  is  a  mini-grant 
project,  the  grant  may  cover  100  percent 
of  the  cost  up  to  $10,000. 

(c) (1)  For  other  types  of  projects. 
Federal  funding  may  not  exceed  80 
percent  of  the  approved  project  cost  for 
the  first  year. 

(2)  In  the  second  and  third  years. 
Federal  funding  decreases  to  60  percent 
and  40  percent  respectively,  of  the 
approved  project  cost  for  the  first  year, 
regardless  of  the  actual  project  cost  in 
the  second  and  third  years. 

(3)  The  non-federal  contribution  to  the 
approved  project  cost  may  be  in  cash  or 
in  kind,  including  fairly  evaluated  plant, 
equipment,  and  services  contributions. 
(20  U.S.C.  3014(d)  and  3016) 

§  161h.41  Are  there  restrictions  on  the 
types  of  costs  a  grant  may  support? 

(a)  Federal  funds  may  not  be  used  for 
improvement  or  alteration  of  sites. 

(b)  Funds  may  not  be  used  for 
subgrants. 

(20  U.S.C.  3013,  3016) 

§  161h.42  What  other  restrictions  apply  to 
the  use  of  grants? 

Grants  may  be  used  to  supplement  or 
increase  funds  made  available  by  the 
applicant  for  these  types  of  activities. 
Grants  may  not  be  used  to  supplant 
those  funds. 

(20  U.S.C.  3014(a)(4)) 

§  161h.43  Must  State  and  local 
educational  agencies  provide  an 
opportunity  for  private  school  students  to 
participate? 

If  an  SEA  or  LEA  receives  a  grant 
under  this  program,  the  Act  requires  that 
agency  to  provide  for  participation  by 
students  enrolled  in  nonprofit  private 
elementary  and  secondary  schools. 
EDGAR  establishes  the  rules  for  this 
participation  (See  EDGAR,  45  CFR 
lOOa.650). 

(20  U.S.C.  2942(b)) 
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